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omen’s Voices for the Earth is a grassroots 
environmental justice organization. Our vision is to 
empower women, who historically have had little 
power in affecting environmental policy, to create an 

ecologically sustainable and socially just society. 

From our base in the Northern Rockies, WVE works on both 
regional and national campaigns to eliminate and reduce 
environmental toxics that impact human health, and to increase 
women’s participation in environmental decision making.

WVE Offices: 

Bozeman, MT 

Missoula, MT 

Washington, DC



Dear Friends,

ast year marked WVE’s 10th anniversary. As 
someone who has been involved with the 

organization throughout its history, I am deeply 
moved by this accomplishment. This milestone was 
an opportunity to contemplate the current scope of 
our work, our maturity, and the national opportunities 
to educate and engage women in communities 
throughout the country. 

As we took that philosophical look at ourselves, 
we also acknowledged our long-held commitment 
to reproductive justice. At the very core of all our campaigns is the strong notion 
that all women have a right to bear children in an environment that is free of toxic 
chemicals. This notion was intimately tied to our goals to eliminate and reduce 
pollutants impacting women’s lives—those linked to reproductive impairments, 
endometriosis, birth defects, breast cancer, breast-milk contamination and children’s 
cancers. 

In the last ten years, we have been an effective force for change in the region 
while also increasing our presence in the national arena. Despite our modest size 
and western roots, WVE is one of the only organizations in the country working at 
the intersection of the women’s movement and environmental health. 

We move into the next decade with a wealth of experience and many hopes 
and plans for the future. We will continue to build upon our successes in the West 
to support a growing national agenda—especially where we can engage women 
and other groups of racial, ethnic and class diversity that historically have had little 
voice in environmental policy. 

Thank you for being a part of this important advocacy work. Women’s health 
and the health of our families depend upon it. 

Dori Gilels
Executive Director



n 2005, WVE launched a multi-year campaign aimed at reducing 
pollution from mercury-containing products (i.e. thermometers, 

thermostats, medical devices, auto switches, dental fillings, etc.) for which 
there are viable, less toxic alternatives. When disposed of improperly, 
these products contribute to the pollution of water resources, contaminate 
the fish that inhabit those waters, and ultimately accumulate in the people 
who consume contaminated fish. WVE’s mercury campaign is currently 
focused in Montana and Idaho. 

WVE also launched a national effort to educate consumers about safe 
fish consumption by urging Albertson’s, one of the largest supermarket 
chains in the country, to post mercury advisories by their fish counters. 

VE continued its ongoing campaigns to 
close waste incinerators. 2005 saw the final 

shutdown and dismantling of the Livingston, MT 
municipal incinerator. And thanks to WVE efforts, 
the remaining medical waste incinerator in Montana, 
Rocky Mountain Labs, is burning considerably less 
waste and has established a comprehensive recycling 
program on their campus. 

In May 2005, WVE persuaded the Boise 
Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
to replace its aging medical waste incinerator 
with a cleaner, healthier alternative. The VAMC 
incinerator was a significant source of toxic 
pollution in an historic Boise, ID neighborhood 
adjacent to a playground and close to homes and 

schools. WVE local organizer, Maria Gonzalez Mabbutt, garnered local 
support in Hispanic and other communities and lead a successful effort 
to permanently close this facility. 

he toxicity of nail polish products and their potential effects on salon 
workers is the most recent focus of our work with the Campaign for 

“When I found out about WVE 
and began networking with the 

women there, I realized what 
a wonderfully powerful voice 

they had become over the years. 
The women are all supportive 

of one another and the people 
they work with, and all are very 
knowledgeable and professional 

in their areas of expertise. I am 
proud to know them and be a 

member of their organization.”  
~ Mary Wulff, Hamilton, 

MT (WVE member and founder 
of Coalition for a Safe Lab)



Safe Cosmetics. Nail polish products that contain toxic ingredients such 
as di-butylphthalate (DBP), toluene, and formaldehyde pose a potential 
health threat to salon employees. This project is an opportunity to reach 
out to a new constituency of women as many salons in the U.S. are run, 
owned and utilized by women of color, especially Asian and African-
American women. 

he Thompson River Cogen, a small but controversial coal fired 
power plant built recently, failed its first round of emissions testing 

and curtailed operations in the summer of 2005. 
WVE has been working with the Thompson Falls 
Community Awareness Network (CAN) throughout 
the permitting process to ensure that Cogen’s final 
permit will be as protective of health as possible.

Two Montana cement plants, Ashgrove and 
Holcim, continue to burn lead smelter Superfund 
waste while Holcim actively pursues permitting for 
the incineration of additional wastes including tires. 
WVE provided technical and strategic support to 
grassroots group Montanans Against Toxic Burning 
(MATB) in their work on this issue.

UTS!—Girls Using Their Strengths—saw significant growth in 
2005. GUTS! is a grassroots, community-based leadership program 

for girls 11-17. GUTS! believes that girls have what it takes to change 
the world.

In October 2005, GUTS! published 
an exciting new Program Start-Up 
Guide that describes how to set up and 
run a girls’ leadership program, as well 
as detailed group plans and activities 
that work well with girls.  In addition, 
GUTS! created a Facilitators Manual 
for women who are facilitating groups 
based on the GUTS! model.  

GUTS! has been working to 
provide materials, support and training 
to interested communities including assistance with finding grants 
and funding to start a program.  Already several communities across 
Montana and the United States have purchased the GUTS! Program 
Start-Up Guide. 

“Community Awareness Network 
(CAN) has been fortunate to 
have Women’s Voices for the 
Earth provide support and 
guidance in our resistance to a 
coal fired power plant.  WVE 
analysis of data … helped our 
group understand the issue and 
coordinate our opposition with 
relevant facts.”
~ Morlene Plouzek, Thompson 
Falls, MT (Founder of CAN)  



WOMEN’S VOICES FOR THE EARTH, EST. 1995
Just some of our accomplishments in ten years….

10 Years of Spreading Ideas and 
Growing a Movement

1994: 1st Annual Finding Common 
Ground: Gender, Justice and the 
Environment.

1995: 2nd Annual Finding Common 
Ground: Gender, Justice and the 
Environment.  Lois Gibbs: Keynote 
Speaker.

1996: 3rd Annual Finding Common 
Ground: Gender, Justice and the 
Environment.  Helen Caldicott: 
Keynote Speaker.

1998: Ecofeminism Conference: A 
practical environmental philosophy for 
the 21st century.

1998-2001: 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Annual 
Western Montana Breast Cancer 
Conferences for women, families, 
and health care professionals in the 
Northwest.

2000:  Sp i r i t ,  Commerce  and 
Sustainability Conference, Paul 
Hawken: Keynote Speaker.

2005:  Women, Health and the 
Environment; Protecting Ourselves, 
Our Families and Our Communities. 
Dr. Gina Solomon: Keynote Speaker.

1996: Train derailment in Alberton, 
MT causes 2nd largest chlorine spill 
in US history.  WVE assisted evacuees 
in forming a community group called 
Alberton Community Evacuees (ACE).

1996: WVE leads the highly successful 
Mine Your Jewelry Box campaign, 
which helped raise awareness of 
cyanide heap leach mining.

1999: Smurfit Stone Container closes 
bleach plant at its Missoula, MT pulp 
mill.

1999: WVE and MEIC win precedent 
setting lawsuit affirming Montanans 
“fundamental right to a clean and 
healthful environment.”

2000: VA Hospital in Helena shuts 
down its medical waste incinerator.

2001: WVE co-founded the Coming 
Clean Collaborative, a national network 
dedicated to developing safe chemicals 
policy.

2002: WVE co-founded the national 
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics, an effort 
aimed at removing certain toxic chemicals 
from health and beauty products.

2002: Not Too Pretty runs full page ad 
in New York Times exposing cosmetics 
products containing phthalates.

2003: WVE pressures NIH to produce 
a second EIS on proposed bioterrorism 
BL4 laboratory at Rocky Mountain 
Labs in Hamilton, MT.

2004:  WVE and partners reach 
settlement on bioterrorism lab lawsuit.  
Ensures greater community safety 
protections. 

2005: The Municipal Waste Incinerator 
in Park County, MT is closed.

2005: Boise VA Medical Center shuts 
down its medical waste incinerator in 
response to WVE’s grassroots campaign.



1996: Snow Geese Memorial held in 
Butte, MT to honor the 342 snow geese 
who died in the Berkeley Pit and to 
bring attention to the rising toxic-water 
problem. 

1996: Breast Cancer Rally at Higgins 
Street Bridge in Missoula.

1997: Sandra Steingraber Montana 
Speaker Series: the links between toxic 
pollution and cancer.

2001: Lois Gibbs speaks in Missoula 
on “Twenty-five Years after Love 
Canal: Reflections on the Evolution of 
the Superfund.” 

2002: WVE, Coalition for a Safe 
Lab, and Friends of the Bitterroot 
sponsor the Citizens Forum on Rocky 
Mountain Laboratories’ Bioterrorism 
Lab Proposal.

2005: Sandra Streingraber returns to 
speak in Missoula and Bozeman as part 
of WVE’s celebration of 10 years of 
important work.

1997: Inducted into the Grassroots 
Hall of Fame.

2000: WVE lobbies at United Nations 
Treaty Negotiations on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPS) conference 
in Johannesberg, South Africa.

1998: WVE board member Christine 
Kaufmann and WVE staff member Gail 
Gutsche are elected to the Montana 
Legislature.

2001: Montana Legislature passes 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment 
Act sponsored by Rep. Gail Gutsche.

2003: Montana DPHHS receives CDC 
grant to launch Environmental Public 
Health Tracking Program.

2004: L’Oreal and Revlon, two of the 
world’s largest cosmetics companies, 
agree to reformulate all of their 
products to meet new standards set 
by the Europeans Union’s Cosmetic 
Directive.

2005: Over 250 companies have signed 
the Compact for Safe Cosmetics. 

2001: Breast Cancer: An Unchecked 
Epidemic

2002: Not Too Pretty: Phthalates, 
Beauty Products & the FDA

2004: Hardrock Mining: Risks to 
Community Health

2005: Girls Using Their Strengths! 
(GUTS!) Curriculum

For more information on our 
publications, visit our web site at  
www.womenandenvironment.org

WVE’s Director of Science & 
Research, Alex Gorman, has been 

a resource on incineration, air 
quality law and other technical 

aspects of air pollution issues.  We 
have particularly been concerned 

about the lead and mercury 
emissions from incineration. As an 
all volunteer group it’s difficult to 
retain an “expert” like Alex — we 

are grateful for their support 
and expertise.”

~ Kris Thomas, Board Chair
Montanans Against Toxic Burning 

(est. 1991) Bozeman, Montana



Felicia Eaves    
National Campaigns Organizer

Jen Euell    
GUTS! Program Director

Dori Gilels   
Northern Rockies Program Director

Alexandra Gorman   
Director of Science and Research

Jeannie Gracey-Etgen  
Membership Coordinator

Anne Johnson   
Operations Director

Ashley Parkinson    
GUTS! Community Coordinator

Jordana Pickman   
Operations Assistant

Bryony Schwan   
National Campaigns Director

Judy Smith    
Women’s Leadership Director

Erin Thompson   
Northern Rockies Campaigns Organizer

Aimee Boulanger

Dora Barroso

Graciela Fonseca

Maria Gonzalez Mabbutt

Gail Gutsche

Kris Thomas

Lisa Woll

Christine Kaufmann,   
President, Helena, MT

Gloria Flora, Treasurer, Helena, MT

Lisa Sumi, Secretary, Durango, CO

Sharon Lewis, Hartford, CT

Joyce Mphande-Finn,  
Stevensville, MT

Mrinalini Rajwar, Tarrytown, NY

Liz Banse, Seattle, WA

Anita Dupuis, Polson, MT

Marcy Mahr, Kila, MT

Mary O’Brien, Eugene, OR

Terry Tempest Williams,   
Castle Valley, UT



BRYONY SCHWAN, FOUNDER OF WOMEN’S VOICES OF THE EARTH

VE celebrates Bryony as she moves on to new challenges 
and adventures! 

Bryony Schwan is so woven into the essence, goals and mission 
of Women’s Voices for the Earth, that it is quite hard to imagine 
WVE without her.  Her work in environmental and social justice 
activism will continue and we know our paths will cross. 

Bryony founded WVE in 1995, served as the Executive 
Director and then as the National Campaigns Director. During her 
tenure at WVE, Schwan co-founded  Coming Clean (a national 
toxics collaboration) and served as its  national co-coordinator. 

Bryony’s contributions to environmental justice extend well 
beyond the environmental health movement. Over the years she 
has served on a number of boards, most recently the Alliance for 
Sustainable Jobs and the Environment (a national labor/environment 
alliance, and the board of The Social Justice Fund Northwest, a 
progressive foundation based in Seattle.  In 2006 she was nominated 
to the Greenpeace board. Many in Montana know her as the co-producer of 
“In Other Words,” a weekly feminist radio show on Montana Public Radio. 

Her work has not gone without notice: she is recipient of the 2002 
Jeannette Rankin Peacemaker Award, the AWR Conservation Award, and 
the Len and Sandy Sargent Award for Environmental Activism. 

Bryony was born in Zimbabwe and moved to the United States in 
1982.  Her early adult years were spent as an anti-apartheid and labor 
union activist. While pursuing her master’s degree at the University of 
Montana’s Environmental Studies program, she became increasingly 
frustrated with the level of sexism in the environmental movement.  The 
Environmental Studies program gave Schwan a small grant in 1994 to 
organize a women’s environmental conference entitled “Finding Common 
Ground: Gender, Justice and the Environment.”  The conference led to 
the founding of a new and different, environmental organization—one 
that would “give a voice to women and other marginalized groups 
whose environmental concerns had not been addressed by existing 
organizations.” Thus, Women’s Voices for the Earth (WVE) was born.

Her energy,  perseverance, and work have amazed and inspired many.  
Her vision has impacted the environmental health movement both locally 
and nationally.   We look forward to seeing her leadership in new roles 
and places. Thank you, Bryony, for all that you do.

Bryony was named 
“Peacemaker of the 
Year” in  by Jeannette 
Rankin Peace Center 
for dedicating her 
work to the goal of 
creating a safer, saner 
and healthier world.



Grants & Contributions   $ 370,878  (75%)
Program Services     50,012 (10%)
Membership      21,242 (4%)
Special Events & Trips    41,125  (8%)
Other          9,944 (2%) 

Total Revenue           $493,201 

Program          $424,144 (82%)
Administration      38,913  (8%)
Fundraising            51,065 (10%)

Total Expenses    $514,122 
 

“When 
looking 
back over 
the last ten 
years, I am 
amazed 
that a small 
group of 

women with a modest 
budget could initiate 
so much change – from 
the Campaign for Safe 
Cosmetics to closing 
incinerators across the 
northern Rockies.”  

~ Board President, 
Christine Kaufmann

he ongoing work and projects at 
Women’s Voices of the Earth would 

not be possible without the generous and 
ongoing support of our funders: foundations, 
donors, and members. We are profoundly 
grateful they’ve entrusted us with their 
dollars, enabling WVE to work toward 
making our shared vision a reality.



Budget:  $9,000
Paid staff: 1.5 (sort of)
Office Locations: 1 — Missoula, MT
Names in WVE Database: 100
Girls in Young Women’s Leadership Program:  10
Operating medical waste incinerators in Montana: 5
Operating medical waste incinerators in Idaho: 15
Cyanide heap leach gold mines on the Blackfoot: Zero

Budget:  $150,000
Paid staff:  3
Office Locations: 1 — Missoula, MT
Names in WVE Database:  800
Girls in GUTS! program:  20
Operating medical waste incinerators in Montana: 4
Operating medical waste incinerators in Idaho:15
Cyanide heap leach gold mines on the Blackfoot: Zero.

Budget:  $450,000
Paid staff/contractors:  15
Office Locations: 3 — Missoula, MT; Bozeman, MT;  and 

Washington, DC
Names in WVE Database: 2,100 and counting...
Girls in GUTS! Program:  125 girls in 9 Montana schools
Operating medical waste incinerators in Montana: Just one left!
Operating medical waste incinerators in Idaho: 2
Cyanide heap leach gold mines on the Blackfoot: Still zero!



Missoula Office

P.O.  Box 8743

Missoula, MT 59807

Phone: (406) 543-3747

Fax: (406) 542-5632

Bozeman Office

P.O. Box 1067

Bozeman, MT 59771

Phone: (406) 585-9009

Fax: (406) 585-5549

wve@womenandenvironment.org

www.womenandenvironment.org

Women’s Voices for the Earth

P.O. Box 1067

Bozeman, MT 59771


